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accordingly, he pi'ofessed to have found in the great expanse
of y"Ether that fills the vault of Heaven, carrying on its
bosom the stars or gods with which it is inlaid, and revolving in
an eternal circle round the pole; from whose perennial spring,
indeed, all the movements of this lower world are supplied,
and into which again they all sooner or later return.

With a Supreme Intelligence sitting outside the circum-
ference of Heaven, on the one hand, and a void expanse of
Matter packed with Ideas at the centre where our Earth now
is, on the other, the World-fan which in Plato had unfolded
itself until its utmost rib of structure was visible, now shows
signs of contracting and infolding itself for a dynamical
movement; and instead of tlu* four independent principles of
the Good, Ideas, Number, and the /fee^oy, we have now,
with Aristotle, only two, with an independent reservoir of
Motion between them. And his theory is that when the
Supreme Intelligence opens the world of Time, by attaching
the great reservoir of JEthcr to the extended plane of Matter
here at its centre, the Ideas with which this Matter is loaded
are so arranged on its outer surface, as to be taken up by it in
its revolutions,, one by one in turn ; in the first 3'cvolution those
lowest Ideas which when united with it give us the elements of
fire, air, earth, and water; in the next, the various combinations
of these, that go to the formation of the special qualities of
animal and vegetable tissue; in the next,, again, the Soul or
Vital Principle of these material bodies; then the Intelligence
superadded to these Souls ; and finally the consummate flowers
of Beauty, of Justice, and of Truth. So that just as when the
motion contained in the mainspiing of a watch is communicated
to the axle, the wheels,-motionless before, begin to tun* sincl
to mark out the hours in regular .sequence on the diuKphttc; or
us when the water of the clam is allowed to get at the mill-
wheel, the machinery, silent before, begins now with its nuury
ham to grind out the corn ; or us when the electric wire in
attached to the battery, the message which has been transmitted